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INTRODUCTION

Delivered to catechumens in fourth-century Jerusalem, likely at the very sites where the events were
said to have occurred, this lecture forms part of the series Cyril used to prepare candidates for baptism
at Easter. Cyril builds his case for the Resurrection by walking through Hebrew scripture as a chain of
witnesses, a method that would shape Christian catechesis for centuries. The setting matters: when he
pointsto "this place," he meansit literally, gesturing toward Golgotha and the tomb. Expect ateacher's
voice, patient, evidentiary, and unmistakably festive, speaking to listeners on the threshold of the font.

On theWords, And RoseAgain from the Dead on the Third Day, and Ascended into the Heavens,
and Sat on the Right Hand of the Father.

1 Corinthians 15:1-4

_Now | make known unto you, brethren, the gospel which | preached unto you .... _that He has been
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, etc._

_Rgoice, O Jerusalem, and keep high festival, all you that love Jesus; for Heisrisen. Regjoice, al you
that mourned before Isaiah 66:10, when you heard of the daring and wicked deeds of the Jews: for He
who was spitefully entreated of them in this place is risen again. And as the discourse concerning the
Cross was a sorrowful one, so let the good tidings of the Resurrection bring joy to the hearers. Let
mourning be turned into gladness, and lamentation to joy: and let our mouth be filled with joy and
gladness, because of Him, who after His resurrection, said Rejoice. For | know the sorrow of Christ's
friends in these past days; because, as our discourse stopped short at the Death and the Burial, and did
not tell the good tidings of the Resurrection, your mind was in suspense, to hear what you were longing
for.

Now, therefore, the Dead is risen, He who was _free among the dead_, and the deliverer of the dead.
Hewho in dishonour wore patiently the crown of thorns, even He arose, and crowned Himself with the
diadem of Hisvictory over death.

Asthen we set forth the testimonies concerning His Cross, so come let us now verify the proofs of His
Resurrection also: since the Apostle before us affirms, _He was buried, and has been raised on the third



day according to the Scriptures._ As an Apostle, therefore, has sent us back to the testimonies of the
Scriptures, it isgood that we should get full knowledge of the hope of our salvation; and that we should
learn first whether the divine Scriptures tell us the season of His resurrection, whether it comes in
summer or in autumn, or after winter; and from what kind of place the Saviour hasrisen, and what has
been announced in the admirable Prophets as the name of the place of the Resurrection, and whether
the women, who sought and found Him not, afterwards rejoice at finding Him; in order that when the
Gospels are read, the narratives of these holy Scriptures may not be thought fables nor rhapsodies.

That the Saviour then was buried, you have heard distinctly in the preceding discourse, as I saiah says,
Hisburial shall bein peace: for in Hisburial He made peace between heaven and earth, bringing sinners
unto God: and, _that the righteous is taken out of the way of unrighteousness : and, His burial shall
bein peace : and, _| will give the wicked for His burial_. Thereis also the prophecy of Jacob saying
in the Scriptures, _He lay down and couched as alion, and as a lion's cub_: who shall rouse Him up
Genesis 49:9? And the similar passage in Numbers, He couched, He lay down asalion, and asalion's
whelp. Numbers 24:9 The Psalm also you have often heard, which says, _And You have brought me
down into the dust of death_. Moreover we took note of the spot, when we quoted the words, _L ook
unto the rock, which you have hewn . But now let the testimonies concerning His resurrection itself
go with us on our way.

First, then, in the 11th Psalm He says, _For the misery of the poor, and the sighing of the needy, now
will | arise, says the Lord_. But this passage still remains doubtful with some: for He often rises up
alsoin anger , to take vengeance upon His enemies.

Come then to the 15th Psalm, which says distinctly: _Preserve Me, O Lord, for inYou_ _have | put
my trust_ : and after this, _their assemblies of blood will | not join, nor make mention of their names
betweenmy lips_; sincethey have refused me, and chosen Caesar astheir king : and a so the next words,
_| foresaw the Lord _alway before Me, because He is at My right hand, that | may not be moved_:
and soon after _Yea and even until night my reins chastened me_. And after this He says most plainly,
_For You will not leave My soul in hell_ _; neither will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption .
He said not, neither will You allow Your Holy One to see death, since then He would not have died; but
_corruption_, says He, | see not, and shall not abide in death. _You have made known to Me the ways
of life_. Behold here is plainly preached alife after death. Come also to the 29th Psalm, _| will extol
You, O_ Lord, _for You have lifted Me up, and hast not made My foes to rejoice over Me_. What isit
that took place? Were you rescued from enemies, or were you released when about to be smitten? He
says himself most plainly, O Lord, You have brought up My soul from hell_. There he says, You will
not leave, prophetically: and here he speaks of that which isto take place as having taken place, _You
have brought up. You have saved Me from them that go down into the pit_. At what time shall the event
occur? _Weeping shall continue for the evening, and joy comes in the morning_ : for in the evening
was the sorrow of the disciplines, and in the morning the joy of the resurrection.

But would you know the place also? Again He saysin Canticles, _| went down into the garden of nuts _
Song of Songs 4:11; for it wasagarden where Hewas crucified. For though it has now been most highly
adorned with royal gifts, yet formerly it was a garden, and the signs and the remnants of this remain.



_A garden enclosed, afountain sealed_ Song of Songs 4:12, by the Jewswho said, _We remember that
that deceiver said while He was yet alive, After three days, | will rise: command, therefore, that the
sepulchre be made sure; and further on, So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone
with the guard . Matthew 27:63, 65 And aiming well at these, one says, and in rest You shall judge
them_. But who is the fountain that is sealed, or who is interpreted as being a _well-spring of living
water _ Song of Songs 4:157? It isthe Saviour Himself, concerning whom it iswritten, _For withYouis
the fountain of life .

But what says Zephaniah in the person of Christ to the disciples? Prepare yourself, be rising at the
dawn: all their gleaning is destroyed : the gleaning, that is, of the Jews, with whom there is not a
cluster, nay not even a gleaning of salvation left; for their vine is cut down. See how He says to the
disciples, _Prepare yourself, rise up at dawn_: at dawn expect the Resurrection.

And farther on in the same context of Scripture He says, _Therefore wait thou for Me, says the Lord,
until the day of My Resurrection at the Testimony . You see that the Prophet foresaw the place also
of the Resurrection, which was to be surnamed the Testimony. For what is the reason that this spot of
Golgothaand of the Resurrectionisnot called, like therest of the Churches, a Church, but a Testimony?
Why, perhaps, it was because of the Prophet, who had said, _until the day of My Resurrection at the
Testimony _.

And who then is this, and what is the sign of Him that rises? In the words of the Prophet that follow
in the same context, He says plainly, _For then will | turn to the peoples alanguage_: since, after the
Resurrection, when the Holy Ghost was sent forth the gift of tongues was granted, _that they might
servethe Lord under oneyoke . And what other token is set forth in the same Prophet, that they should
servethe Lord _under oneyoke? _From beyond the rivers of Ethiopiathey shall bring me offerings .
You know what is written in the Acts, when the Ethiopian eunuch came from beyond the rivers of
Ethiopia. Acts 8:27 When therefore the Scriptures tell both the time and the peculiarity of the place,
when they tell also the signs which followed the Resurrection, have thou henceforward afirm faith in
the Resurrection, and let no one stir you from confessing _Christ risen from the _dead 2 Timothy 2:8.

Now take also another testimony in the 87th Psalm, where Christ speaks in the Prophets, (for He who
then spoke came afterwards among us): _O Lord, God of My salvation, | have cried day and night
before You_, and alittle, farther on, _I became as it were a man without help, free among the dead .
He said not, | became a man without help; but, _as it were a man without help._ For indeed He was
crucified not from weakness, but willingly and His Death was not from involuntary weakness. _| was
counted with them that go down into the pit_. And what is the token? _You have put away Mine ac-
quaintance far from Me_ (for the disciples have fled). _Will You show wonders to the dead  ? Then
alittle while afterwards: _And unto You have | cried, O_ Lord _; and in the morning shall my prayer
come before You_. Do you see how they show the exact point of the Hour, and of the Passion and of
the Resurrection?

And whence has the Saviour risen? He says in the Song of Songs. _Rise up, come, My neighbour_:
andinwhat follows, _inacave of therock ! A cave of therock He called the cave which was erewhile
before the door of the Saviour's sepulchre, and had been hewn out of the rock itself, asis wont to be



done here in front of the sepulchres. For now it is not to be seen, since the outer cave was cut away at
that time for the sake of the present adornment. For before the decoration of the sepulchre by the royal
munificence, there was a cave in the front of the rock. But where is the rock that had in it the cave?
Doesit lie near the middle of the city, or near the walls and the outskirts? And whether isit within the
ancient walls, or within the outer walls which were built afterwards? He says then in the Canticles: _in
acave of the rock, close to the outer wall_.

At what season does the Saviour rise? Isit the season of summer, or some other? In the same Canticles
immediately before the words quoted He says, The winter is past, therain is past and gone ; the flowers
appear on the earth; the time of the pruning has come. Is not then the earth full of flowers now, and are
they not pruning the vines? You see how he said also that the winter is now past. For when this month
Xanthicus has come, it is already spring. And this is the season, the first month with the Hebrews, in
which occurs the festival of the Passover, the typical formerly, but now the true. This is the season of
the creation of the world: for then God said, Let the earth bring forth herbage of grass, yielding seed
after hiskind and after his likeness. And now, as you see, already every herb isyielding seed. And as
at that time God made the sun and moon and gave them courses of equal day (and night), so aso afew
days since was the season of the equinox.

At that time God said, | et us make man after our image and after our likeness. And theimage hereceived,
but the likeness through his disobedience he obscured. At the same season then in which he lost this
the restoration also took place. At the same season as the created man through disobedience was cast
out of Paradise, he who believed was through obedience brought in. Our Salvation then took place at
the same season as the Fall: when the flowers appeared, and the pruning had come.



A garden was the place of His Burial, and a vine that which was planted there: and He has said, _| am
the vine ! He was planted therefore in the earth in order that the curse which came because of Adam
might be rooted out. The earth was condemned to thorns and thistles: the true Vine sprang up out of the
earth, that the saying might be fulfilled, _Truth sprang up out of the earth, and righteousness __looked
down from heaven_. And what will He that is buried in the garden say? _| have gathered My myrrh
with My spices_: and again, _Myrrh and aloes, with all chief spices_. Now these are the symbol s of the
burying; and in the Gospelsit is said, _The women came unto the sepulchre bringing the spices which
they had prepared Luke 24:1 _: Nicodemus also bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes_. John 19:39
And farther on it is written, _| did eat My bread with My honey_ : the bitter before the Passion, and
the sweet after the Resurrection. Then after He had risen He entered through closed doors: but they
believed not that it was He: for _they supposed that they beheld a spirit_. Luke 24:37 But He said,
_Handle Meand see . Put your fingersinto the print of the nails, as Thomas required. _And while they
yet believed not for joy, and wondered, He said to them, Have you anything to eat here? And they gave
Him a piece of abroiled fish and honeycomb_. Luke 24:41 Do you see how that isfulfilled, _| ate My
bread with My honey .

But before He entered through the closed doors, the Bridegroom and Suitor of souls was sought by
those noble and brave women. They came, those blessed ones, to the sepulchre, and sought Him Who
had been raised, and the tears were still dropping from their eyes, when they ought rather to have been
dancing with joy for Him that had risen. Mary came seeking Him, according to the Gospel, and found
Him not: and presently she heard from the Angels, and afterwards saw the Christ. Are then these things
also written? He saysin the Song of Songs, _On my bed | sought Him whom my soul loved . At what
season? _By night on my bed | sought Him Whom my soul loved: Mary _, it says, _came while it was
yet dark. On my bed | sought Him by night, | sought Him, and | found Him not_. And in the Gospels
Mary says, They have taken away my Lord, and | know not where they have laid Him_. John 20:13
But the Angels being then present cure their want of knowledge; for they said, Why do you seek the
living among the dead_ Luke 24:5? He not only rose, but had also the dead with Him when He rose.
Matthew 27:52 But she knew not, and in her person the Song of Songs said to the Angels, _Saw ye
Him Whom my soul__loved? It was but alittle that | passed from them (that is, from the two Angels),
_until | found Him Whom my soul loved. | held Him, and would not let Him go_ Song of Songs 3:3-4

For after the vision of the Angels, Jesus came as His own Herald; and the Gospel says, _And behold
Jesus met them, saying, All hail! And they came and took hold of His feet_. Matthew 28:9 They took
hold of Him, that it might be fulfilled, _| will hold Him, and will not let Him go_. Though the woman
was weak in body, her spirit was manful. _Many waters quench not love, neither do rivers drown it_
Song of Songs 8:7; He was dead whom they sought, yet was not the hope of the Resurrection quenched.
And the Angel saysto them again, Fear not ye ; | say not to the soldiers, fear not_, but to you ; as
for them, let them be afraid, that, taught by experience, they may bear witness and say, Truly this
was the Son of God _ Matthew 27:54; but you ought not to be afraid, _for perfect love casts out fear .
1 John 4:18 _Go, tell His disciplesthat He isrisen_ Matthew 28:7; and the rest. And they depart with
joy, yet full of fear; is this also written? yes, the second Psalm, which relates the Passion of Christ,



says, _Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice unto Him with trembling_ — _rejoice_, because of the
risen Lord; but _with trembling_, because of the earthquake, and the Angel who appeared as lightning.

Though, therefore, Chief Priests and Pharisees through Pilate's means seal ed the tomb; yet the women
beheld Him who was risen. And Esaias knowing the feebleness of the Chief Priests, and the women's
strength of faith, says, _You women, who come from beholding, come hither__; for the people has no
understanding_;— the Chief Priests want understanding, while women are eye-witnesses. And when
the soldiers cameinto the city to them, and told them all that had come to pass, they said to them, _Say
ye, Hisdisciplescame by night, and stole Him away whilewe slept_ Matthew 28:13?Well thereforedid
Esaiasforetell thisalso, asin their persons, But tell us, and relate to us another deceit . Isaiah 30:10
He who rose again, is up, and for a gift of money they persuade the soldiers; but they persuade not
the kings of our time. The soldiers then surrendered the truth for silver; but the kings of this day have,
in their piety, built this holy Church of the Resurrection of God our Saviour, inlaid with silver and
wrought with gold, in which we are assembled ; and embellished it with the treasures of silver and
gold and precious stones. _And if this come to the governor's ears _, they say, _we will persuade him_
Matthew 38:14. Yes, though you persuade the soldiers, you will not persuade the world; for why, as
Peter's guards were condemned when he escaped out of the prison, were not they also who watched
Jesus Christ condemned? Upon the former, sentence was pronounced by Herod, for they were ignorant
and had nothing to say for themselves; while the latter, who had seen the truth, and concealed it for
money, were protected by the Chief Priests. Nevertheless, though but afew of the Jews were persuaded
at the time, the world became obedient. They who hid the truth were themselves hidden; but they who
received it were made manifest by the power of the Saviour, who not only rose from the dead, but also
raised the dead with Himself. And in the person of these the Prophet Osee says plainly, _After two days
will He revive us, and in the third day we shall rise again, and shall livein Hissight_Hosea 6:2 .

But since the disobedient Jews will not be persuaded by the Divine Scriptures, but forgetting all that
iswritten gainsay the Resurrection of Jesus, it were good to answer them thus: On what ground, while
you say that Eliseus and Elias raised the dead, do you gainsay the Resurrection of our Saviour? Is it
that we have no living witnesses now out of that generation to what we say? Well, do you aso bring
forward witnesses of the history of that time. But that is written — so is this also written: why then do
you receive the one, and reject the other? They were Hebrews who wrote that history; so were all the
Apostles Hebrews: why then do you disbelieve the Jews ? Matthew who wrote the Gospel wrote it in
the Hebrew tongue ; and Paul the preacher was aHebrew of the Hebrews; and the twelve Apostleswere
all of Hebrew race: then fifteen Bishops of Jerusalem were appointed in succession from among the
Hebrews. What then is your reason for allowing your own accounts, and rejecting ours, though these
also are written by Hebrews from among yourselves.

But it isimpossible, some one will say, that the dead should rise; and yet Eliseus twice raised the dead
— when he was alive, and also when dead. Do we then believe, that when Eliseus was dead, a dead
man who was cast upon him and touched him, arose and is Christ not risen? But in that case, the dead
man who touched Eliseus, arose, yet he who raised him continued nevertheless dead: but in this case
both the Dead of whom we speak Himself arose, and many dead were raised without having even
touched Him. For _many bodies of the Saints which slept arose, and they came out of the graves after



His Resurrection, and went into the Holy City _ Matthew 27:52-53, (evidently this city, in which we
now are,) _and appeared unto many_. Eliseus then raised adead man, but he conquered not the world;
Elias raised a dead man, but devils are not driven away in the name of Elias. We are not speaking evil
of the Prophets, but we are celebrating their Master more highly; for we do not exalt our own wonders
by disparaging theirs; for theirs also are ours; but by what happened among them, we win credence for
our own.

But again they say, A corpse then lately dead was raised by the living; but show us that one three days
dead can possibly arise, and that a man should be buried, and rise after three days. If we seek for
Scripture testimony in proof of such facts, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself supplies it in the Gospels,
saying, _For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth_. Matthew 12:40 And when we examine the story
of Jonas, great is the force of the resemblance. Jesus was sent to preach repentance; Jonas also was
sent: but whereas the one fled, not knowing what should come to pass; the other came willingly, to give
repentance unto salvation. Jonas was asleep in the ship, and snoring amidst the stormy sea; while Jesus
also slept, the sea, according to God's providence , began to rise, to show in the sequel the might of Him
who slept. To the one they said, Why are you snoring? Arise, call upon your God, that God may save
us_Jonah 1:6; but in the other case they say unto the Master, _Lord, save us . Matthew 8:25-26 Then
they said, _Call upon your God_; herethey say, save Thou_. But the one says, Take me, and cast me
into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you_ Jonah 1:12; the other, Himself _rebuked the winds and
the sea, and there was a great calm_. Matthew 8:25-26 The one was cast into a whale's belly: but the
other of His own accord went down there, where the invisible whale of death is. And He went down
of His own accord, that death might cast up those whom he had devoured, according to that which is
written, _| will ransom them from the power of the grave; and from the hand of death | will redeem
them_ Hosea13:14.

At this point of our discourse, let us consider whether is harder, for a man after having been buried to
rise again from the earth, or for a man in the belly of a whale, having come into the great heat of a
living creature, to escape corruption. For what man knows not, that the heat of the belly is so great, that
even bones which have been swallowed moulder awvay? How then did Jonas, who was three days and
three nights in the whale's belly, escape corruption? And, seeing that the nature of all men is such that
we cannot live without breathing, aswe do, in air, how did he live without a breath of thisair for three
days? But the Jews make answer and say, The power of God descended with Jonas when he was tossed
about in hell. Doesthen the Lord grant life to His own servant, by sending His power with him, and can
He not grant it to Himself aswell?If that is credible, thisis credible also; if thisisincredible, that also
isincredible. For to me both are alike worthy of credence. | believe that Jonas was preserved, for _all
things are possible with God_ Matthew 19:26; | believe that Christ also was raised from the dead; for
I have many testimonies of this, both from the Divine Scriptures, and from the operative power even at
thisday of Himwho arose— who descended into hell alone, but ascended thence with agreat company;
for He went down to death, _and many bodies of the saints which slept arose  Matthew 27:52 through
Him.



Death was struck with dismay on beholding anew visitant descend into Hades, not bound by the chains
of that place. Why, O porters of Hades, were you scared at sight of Him? What was the unwonted fear
that possessed you? Death fled, and hisflight betrayed his cowardice. The holy prophetsran unto Him,
and Moses the Lawgiver, and Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob; David also, and Samuel, and Esaias,
and John the Baptist, who bore witness when he asked, _Are You He that should come, or ook we for
another_ Matthew 11:3? All the Just were ransomed, whom death had swallowed; for it behooved the
King whom they had proclaimed, to become the redeemer of His noble heralds. Then each of the Just
said, _O death, whereisyour victory? O grave, whereisyour sting_ ? For the Conqueror has redeemed
us.

Of this our Saviour the Prophet Jonas formed the type, when he prayed out of the belly of the whale,
and said, _| cried in my affliction_, and so on; _out of the belly of hell _Jonah 2:2, and yet he was in
the whale; but though in the whale, he saysthat he isin Hades; for he was atype of Christ, who wasto
descend into Hades. And after afew words, he says, in the person of Christ, prophesying most clearly,
_My head went down to the chasms of the mountains_; and yet he was in the belly of the whale. What
mountains then encompass you? | know, he says, that | am a type of Him, who is to be laid in the
Sepulchre hewn out of the rock. And though he was in the sea, Jonas says, _| went down to the earth_,
since he was a type of Christ, who went down into the heart of the earth. And foreseeing the deeds of
the Jews who persuaded the soldiers to lie, and told them, _Say that they stole Him away _, he says,
_By regarding lying vanities they forsook their own mercy_. Jonah 2:8 For He who had mercy on them
came, and was crucified, and rose again, giving His own precious blood both for Jews and Gentiles;
yet say they, _Say that they stole Him away_, having regard to _lying vanities_. But concerning His
Resurrection, Esaias aso says, _He who brought up from the earth the great Shepherd of the sheep_
leddest Thy people like sheep by the hand of Moses and Aaron. Hebrews 13:20: _Now the God of
peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep,  &c. The
word "great" is added by the Author of the Epistle to the Hebrews not by Isaiah.} }-->; he added the
word, _great_, lest He should be thought on alevel with the shepherds who had gone before Him.

Since then we have the prophecies, let faith abide with us. Let them fall who fall through unbelief,
since they so will; but you have taken your stand on the rock of the faith in the Resurrection. Let no
heretic ever persuade you to speak evil of the Resurrection. For to this day the Manichees say, that,
the resurrection of the Saviour was phantom-wise, and not real, not heeding Paul who says, Who was
made of the seed of David according to the flesh_; and again, _By the resurrection of Jesus Christ
our Lord from the dead_. And again he aims at them, and speaks thus, _Say not in_ _your heart, who
shall ascend into heaven; or who shall descend into the deep? That is, to bring up Christ from the dead
Romans 10:6-7; and inlike manner warning as he has el sswherewritten again, _Remember Jesus Christ
raised fromthedead 2 Timothy 2:8; and again, _And if Christ be not risen, then isour preaching vain,
and your faith also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we testified of God
that He raised up Christ, whom Heraised not up_. 1 Corinthians 15:14-15 But in what follows he says,
_But now is Christ risen from the dead, the first fruits of them that are asleep 1 Corinthians 15:20;
_— And He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve _; (for if you believe not the one witness, you have
twelve witnesses;) _then He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once_ 1 Corinthians 15:5-6;



(if they disbelieve the twelve, let them admit the five hundred;) _after that He was seen of James_,
His own brother, and first Bishop of this diocese. Seeing then that such a Bishop originally saw Christ
Jesus when risen, do not thou, his disciple, disbelieve him. But you say that His brother James was a
partial witness; _afterwards He was seen also of me_ 1 Corinthians 15:8 Paul, His enemy; and what
testimony is doubted, when an enemy proclaimsit? 1, who was before a persecutor _ 1 Timothy 1:13,
now preach the glad tidings of the Resurrection.

Many witnesses there are of the Saviour's resurrection. — The night, and the light of the full moon; (for
that night was the sixteenth ;) the rock of the sepulchre which received Him; the stone also shall rise
up against the face of the Jews, for it saw the Lord; even the stone which was then rolled away , itself
bears witness to the Resurrection, lying there to this day. Angels of God who were present testified of
the Resurrection of the Only-begotten: Peter and John, and Thomas, and all the rest of the Apostles;
some of whom ran to the sepulchre, and saw the burial-clothes, in which He was wrapped before, lying
there after the Resurrection; and others handled His hands and His feet, and beheld the prints of the
nails; and all enjoyed together that Breath of the Saviour, and were counted worthy to forgive sinsin
the power of the Holy Ghost. Women too were witnesses, who took hold of His feet, and who beheld
the mighty earthquake, and the radiance of the Angel who stood by: the linen clothes al'so which were
wrapped about Him, and which He left when He rose — the soldiers, and the money given to them; the
spot itself also, yet to be seen — and this house of the holy Church, which out of the loving affection
to Christ of the Emperor Constantine of blessed memory, was both built and beautified as you see.

A witness to the resurrection of Jesus is Tabitha also, who was in His name raised from the dead
Acts 9:41; for how shall we disbelieve that Christ is risen, when even His Name raised the dead? The
sea al so bears withess to the resurrection of Jesus, as you have heard before. The drought of fishes also
testifies, and the fire of coals there, and the fish laid thereon. Peter also bears witness, who had erst
denied Him thrice, and who then thrice confessed Him; and was commanded to feed His spiritual sheep.
To this day stands Mount Olivet, still to the eyes of the faithful all but displaying Him Who ascended
on acloud, and the heavenly gate of His ascension. For from heaven He descended to Bethlehem, but to
heaven He ascended from the Mount of Olives; at theformer place beginning His conflictsamong men,
but in the latter, crowned after them. You have therefore many witnesses; you have this very place of the
Resurrection; you have also the place of the Ascension towards the east; you have also for witnessesthe
Angels which there bore testimony; and the cloud on which He went up, and the disciples who came
down from that place.

The course of instruction in the Faith would lead me to speak of the Ascension also; but the grace of
God so ordered it, that you heard most fully concerning it, asfar as our weakness allowed, yesterday, on
the Lord's day; since, by the providence of divine grace, the course of the Lessonsin Church included
the account of our Saviour's going up into the heavens ; and what was then said was spoken principally
for the sake of all, and for the assembled body of the faithful, yet especially for your sake. But the
question is, did you attend to what was said? For you know that the words which come next in the
Creed teach you to believe in Him Who rose again the third day, and ascended into Heaven, and sat
down on the right hand of the Father. | suppose then certainly that you remember the exposition; yet |
will now again cursorily put you in mind of what was then said. Remember what is distinctly writtenin



the Psalms, _God is gone up with a shout_; remember that the divine powers also said to one another,
_Lift up your gates, you Princes_, and the rest; remember also the Psalm which says, He ascended
on high, He led captivity captive_; remember the Prophet who said, _Who builds His ascension unto
heaven_; and al the other particulars mentioned yesterday because of the gainsaying of the Jews.

For when they speak against the ascension of the Saviour, asbeing impossible, remember the account of
the carrying away of Habakkuk: for if Habakkuk was transported by an Angel, being carried by the hair
of hishead , much rather wasthe Lord of both Prophets and Angels, able by Hisown power to make His
ascent into the Heavens on a cloud from the Mount of Olives. Wonders like this you may call to mind,
but reserve the preeminence for the Lord, the Worker of wonders; for the others were borne up, but He
bears up all things. Remember that Enoch was translated Hebrews 11:5; but Jesus ascended: remember
what was said yesterday concerning Elias, that Elias was taken up in achariot of fire 2 Kings 2:11; but
that _the chariots of _ Christ _are ten thousand-fold even thousands upon thousands_ : and that Elias
was taken up, towards the east of Jordan; but that Christ ascended at the east of the brook Cedron: and
that Eliaswent _asinto heaven_; but Jesus, into heaven: and that Elias said that a double portion in the
Holy Spirit should be given to his holy disciple; but that Christ granted to His own disciples so great
enjoyment of the grace of the Holy Ghost, as not only to have It in themselves, but also, by the laying
on of their hands, to impart the fellowship of It to them who believed.

And when you have thus wrestled against the Jews — when you have worsted them by parallel in-
stances, then come further to the pre-eminence of the Saviour's glory; namely, that they were the ser-
vants, but He the Son of God. And thus you will be reminded of His pre-eminence, by the thought that
aservant of Christ was caught up to the third heaven. For if Elias attained as far as the first heaven, but
Paul asfar asthethird, the latter, therefore, has obtained a more honourable dignity. Be not ashamed of
your Apostles; they are not inferior to Moses, nor second to the Prophets; but they are noble among the
noble, yea, nobler still. For Eliastruly was taken up into heaven; but Peter has the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, having received the words, _Whatsoever you shall loose on earth shall beloosed in heaven_.
Matthew 16:19 Elias was taken up only to heaven; but Paul both into _heaven_, and into _paradise
(for it behooved the disciples of Jesusto receive more manifold grace), and _heard unspeakabl e words,
which it is not lawful for man to utter . But Paul came down again from above, not because he was
unworthy to abide in the third heaven, but in order that after having enjoyed things above man's reach,
and descended in honour, and having preached Christ, and died for His sake, he might receive also the
crown of martyrdom. But | pass over the other parts of thisargument, of which | spoke yesterday in the
Lord's-day congregation; for with understanding hearers, a mere reminder is sufficient for instruction.



But remember also what | have often said concerning the Son's sitting at the right hand of the Father;
because of the next sentence in the Creed, which says, and ascended into Heaven, and sat down at
the right hand of the Father. Let us not curiously pry into what is properly meant by the throne; for
it isincomprehensible: but neither let us endure those who falsely say, that it was after His Cross and
Resurrection and Ascension into heaven, that the Son began to sit on theright hand of the Father. For the
Son gained not His throne by advancement ; but throughout His being (and His being is by an eternal
generation ) He also sits together with the Father. And this throne the Prophet Esaias having beheld
before the incarnate coming of the Saviour, says, _| saw the Lord sitting on athrone, high and lifted up
Isaiah 6:1 , and the rest. For the Father _no man has seen at any time John 1:18 , and He who then
appeared to the Prophet was the Son. The Psalmist also says, _Your throne is prepared of old; You are
from everlasting_ . Though then the testimonies on this point are many, yet because of the |ateness of
the time, we will content ourselves even with these.

But now | must remind you of afew things out of many which are spoken concerning the Son's sitting
at the right hand of the Father. For the hundred and ninth Psalm says plainly, _The Lord said to my
Lord, Sit on My right hand, until I make Your enemies Your footstool_. And the Saviour, confirming
this saying in the Gospels, says that David spoke not these things of himself, but from the inspiration
of the Holy Ghost, saying, _How then does David in the Spirit call Him Lord, saying, The Lord said to
my Lord, Sit on My right hand_ Matthew 22:43? And therest. And in the Acts of the Apostles, Peter on
the day of Pentecost standing with the Eleven Acts 2:34, and discoursing to the Israglites, has in very
words cited this testimony from the hundred and ninth Psalm.

But | must remind you also of afew other testimoniesin like manner concerning the Son's sitting at the
right hand of the Father. For in the Gospel according to Matthew it iswritten, _Nevertheless, | say unto
you, Henceforth you shall see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power _ Matthew 26:64, and
the rest: in accordance with which the Apostle Peter also writes, By the Resurrection of Jesus Christ,
who is on theright hand of God, having gone into heaven_. 1 Peter 3:22 And the Apostle Paul, writing
to the Romans, says, _Itis Christ that died, yearather, that isrisen again, who is even at the right hand
of God_. Romans 8:34 And charging the Ephesians, he thus speaks, _According to the working of His
mighty power, which He wrought in Christ when He raised Him from the dead, and set Him at Hisown
right hand_ Ephesians 1:19-20; and the rest. And the Colossians he taught thus, _If you then be risen
with Christ, seek the things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God . Colossians 3:1
And in the Epistle to the Hebrews he says, When He had made purification of our sins, He sat down
on the right hand of the Majesty on high_. Hebrews 1:3 And again, _But unto which of the Angels
has He said at any time, Sit thou at My right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool _ ? And
again, _But He, when He had offered one sacrifice for al men, for ever sat down on the right hand of
God; from henceforth expecting till His enemies be made His footstool . And again, _L ooking unto
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith; Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the Cross,
despising shame, and is set down on the right hand of the throne of God_.

And though there are many other texts concerning the session of the Only-begotten on the right hand of
God, yet these may suffice usat present; with arepetition of my remark, that it was not after Hiscoming
in the flesh that He obtained the dignity of this seat; no, for even before all ages, the Only-begotten Son



of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, ever possesses the throne on the right hand of the Father. Now may He
Himself, the God of all, who is Father of the Christ, and our Lord Jesus Christ, who came down, and
ascended, and sitstogether with the Father, watch over your souls; keep unshaken and unchanged your
hope in Him who rose again; raise you together with Him from your dead sins unto His heavenly gift;
count you worthy to be _caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air_ 1 Thessalonians 4:17,
in His fitting time; and, until that time arrive of His glorious second advent, write al your names in
the Book of the living, and having written them, never blot them out (for the names of many, who fall
away, are blotted out); and may He grant to all of you to believe in Him who rose again, and to look
for Him who is gone up, and is to come again, (to come, but not from the earth; for be on your guard,
O man, because of the deceivers who are to come;) Who sits on high, and is here present together with
us, _beholding the__order of each, and the steadfastness of his faith_. Colossians 2:5 For think not
that because He is now absent in the flesh, He is therefore absent also in the Spirit. He is here present
in the midst of us, listening to what is said of Him, and beholding your inward thoughts, and _trying
the reins and hearts — who also is now ready to present those who are coming to baptism, and all of
you, in the Holy Ghost to the Father, and to say, Behold, | and the children whom God has given Me_
:— To whom be glory forever. Amen.
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